REPORT RESUMES 

EO OH 502 te 500 040 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE PH.D. IN ENGLISH. 

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSN. OF AMERICA. NEW YORK. N.Y. 

FUB DATE SEP 67 

EDRS PRICE MF-SD.25 HC-S0.24 4P. 

DESCRIPTORS- ^DOCTORAL DEGREES, ^DOCTORAL PROGRAMS, ^DEGREES 
(TITLES), ^DEGREE REQUIREMENTS, ^ENGLISH, ENGLISH CURRICULUM, 
DOCTORAL THESES, GRADUATE STUDY, GRADUATE STUDENTS, HIGHER 
EDUCATION, ENGLISH PROGRAM, MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA 

DURING 1966-67, THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION, WITH 
ASSISTANCE FROM THE DANFORTH FOUNDATION, SPONSORED AN 
EXTENSIVE STUDY OF THE PH.D. IN ENGLISH IN AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITIES. DON CAMERON ALLEN, THE DIRECTOR, WORKING WITH 
AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE, USED QUESTIONNAIRES, VISITS, AND 
CONFERENCES AS BASES FOR A FULL-LENGTH REPORT WHICH INCLUDES 
THE UNANIMOUS RECOMMENDATIONS LISTED IN THIS ARTICLE. THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERN CAREER ADVISING OF POTENTIAL COLLEGE 
TEACHERS, FACILITIES NECESSARY FOR GRADUATE PROGRAMS, LENGTH 
OF STUDY, FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS, SIZE OF CLASSES, 
REQUIRED COURSES AND SUPERVISED TEACHING, THE DOCTORAL 
EXAMINATION, DISSERTATION REQUIREMENTS, AND INTERIM DEGREES. 
THIS ARTICLE APFEARED IN "PMLA , H VOLUME 82, NUMBER 4, 

SEPTEMBER 1967, PAGES AlO-All. (BN) 



EDO 14502 



PM LA 



PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 



U S DEPARTMENT Of HEALTH. EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OffiCE Of EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED fROM IHE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING If POINTS Of VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOI NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OffiCE Of EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY 



VOLUME LXXXII • NUMBER 4 



DIRECTORY 



Edited by 

JOHN HURT FISHER 

Secretary of the Association 



September 




TE. 500 040 



^ ’ 



tjie {Qoflern® pafteUssodation oj America 

ORGANIZED 1883 INCORPORATED 1900 




.4 



OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1967 

President: George Winchester Stone, Jr., New York University 
First Vice President: Otis Howard Green, University of Pennsylvania 
Second Vice President: Henry Xash Smith, University of California, Berkeley 
Executive Secretary: John Hurt Fisher, New York University 
Treasurer and Director of Programs: Kenneth W. Mildenberger, Modern 
Language Association 



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 



For the term ending 31 December 1967 

Madeleine Doran, Unit, of Wisconsin 
Victor Erlich, Yale Unit. 

George J. Metcalf, Unit, of Chicago 

For the term ending 31 December 1968 

Chandler B. Beall, Uni':, of Oregon 
Claude M. Simpson, Jr., Stanford Unit. 
Carl Woodring, Columbia Unit. 



For the term ending 31 December 1969 

Morton Bloomfield, Harvard Unit. 
Robert B. Heilman, Unit, of 
Washington 

John W. Kneller, Oberlin Coll. 

For the term ending 31 December 1970 

William: T. Bandy, Unit, of Wisconsin 
C. Lombardi Barber, Unit, of Buffalo 
Liselotte Dieckmann, Washington 

Unix. 



TRUSTEES OF INVESTED FUNDS 

F. B. Adams, Jr., Pier pont Morgan Library, C. Waller Barrett, Charlottesville , V a. 
Managing Trustee Gordon N. Ray, Guggenheim Foundation 




Annual dues for membership in the Association, which includes subscription to PM LA, are $15 except for the 
following special categories: a) student membership at $7, open for a maximum of four years to those who are 
engaged primarily in a course of study leading to a degree and who do not hold full-time teaching appointments; 
b) joint husband-and-wife membership at $22 with only one subscription to PM LA ; c) foreign membership at 
$10, open to resident citizens of countries other than the United States and Canada. 

The subscription price of PM LA for libraries and other institutions is $20 in the United States and Canada 
and $18 in other countries. Agents deduct $2 of these sums as their fee; institutions which subscribe directly 
may retain the same amount and remit $18 or $16. Prior to 1966 there were six issues a year: March, May Bibli- 
ography, June, September (Parts 1 and 2), and December. Single copies of the March. June, September (Part 
1), and December issues may be obtained for $3 each; the May Bibliography and September Directory (Part 2) 
issues for $4. Beginning with 1966 there are seven issues a year: March, May, June Bibliography, September 
Directory, October, November Program, and December. Copies of the March, May, October, November Pro- 
gram. and December issues may be obtained for $3 each; the June Bibliography and September Directory issues 
for $4. Issues for the current and preceding year are available from the MLA Materials Center. Claims for unde- 
Uvered issues will be honored if tney are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single 
ssue price will be charged. 

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of the MLA Materials Center, 62 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10011. Early and current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Micro- 
films, 313 N. 1st St., Ann Arbor, Mich. Purchase of current volumes on film is restricted to subscribers of the 
journal. 



OFFICE OF PUBLICATION 
Curtis Reed Plaza, Menaaha, Wisconsin 



EDITORIAL OFFICES 
62 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10011 



S All communications including notice of changes of address should be sent not to menasha but to the Member- 
aJ Jhlp Office of the Association at 62 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10011. If a change of address also involves 
tQ . a change of institutional affiliation, the Membership Office should be informed of this fact at the same time. 

= . 

=5 gjEntered as second class matter at the post office at Menasha, Wis., under act of March 3, 1879. Subject to the 
§ jjiprovisions of IflT 7 and 8, Sec. 10, P. L. and R. 

2E ^Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage provided for in the Act of February 28, 1925, embodied in 
?“ ^paragraph 4, section 538, P. L. and R., authorized October 2, 1935. 



5; 52 ® 1967 by The Modern Language Association of America. 
eZ 

C 2 . O 
txi <-> 



MINTED IN THE UNITED STATES Or AMERICA *Y THE GEORGE IANTA COMPANY, INC., MENASHA. WISCONSIN 





Reprinted from Publications of the Modern Language Association of America, 

September, 1967 

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE PH.D. IN ENGLISH 



D URING 1966-67, the Modem Language 
Association, with financial assistance from 
the Danforth Foundation, sponsored a study of 
the Ph.D. in English in American universities. 
The Director of the Study was Don Cameron 
Allen, Sir William Osier Professor of English of 
the Johns Hopkins University. Throughout the 
Study, Professor Allen worked with an Advisory 
Committee composed of Theodore Andersson 
(Chairman and Professor of Romance Languages, 
University of Texas), Gustave Arlt (President, 
Council of Graduate Schools in the United 
States), Fredson Bowers (Chairman and Pro- 
fessor of English, University of Virginia), John C. 
Gerber (Chairman and Professor of English, 
University of Iowa), Albert R. Kitzhaber (Pro- 
fessor of English, University of Oregon), May- 
nard Mack (Chairman and Professor of English, 
Yale University), Robert Ornstein (Chairman 
and Professor of English, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity), Gordon N. Ray (President, John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation). The Direc- 
tor and Committee met with representatives of 
almost all departments now offering the Ph.D. in 
English. Questionnaires were mailed to all of 
those who received the Ph.D. in English between 
1955 and 1965, chairmen of all departments offer- 
ing the Ph.D. in English, graduate professors of 
English, and chairmen of a representative sample 
of English departments not offering the Ph.D. 
Mr. Allen’s full report will be published by Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston in the spring of 1968. 

The following recommendations are unani- 
mously concurred in by the members of the Ad- 
visory Committee on the Ph.D. Study. They are 
based upon the extensive documentation in the 
full report. The Committee respectfully submits 
these recommendations to departments now offer- 
ing the Ph.D. in English and to those preparing 
to do so. 

• i. English Departments, in addition to 
pursuing their objectives of liberal edu- 
cation for all undergraduate students, 
should concern themselves with the early 
identification and career advising of 
potential college teachers. 

Not all English majors intend to be 
teachers, certainly not college teachers, 
but those who do deserve special atten- 
tion during their undergraduate years. 



' n. The Ph.D. program in English should be 
undertaken only where there are adequate 
faculty, library resources, and study 
facilities. 

A department might decide to offer the 
Ph.D. only in some areas; at the end of 
the M.A. it might arrange the transfer 
of some students to departments which 
offered the Ph.D. in the area of their 
interest. Departments contemplating 
the introduction of a Ph.D. program 
should secure competent outside ad- 
vice. 

in. Ph.D. study should be full time studv. 
Part time study after the M.A. should 
be discouraged as inefficient and in- 
effective. Financial support for Ph.D. 
students should be provided by the in- 
stitution, by private foundations, by 
state and national government, and by 
the student himself. Supervised teach- 
ing (ex below) should be worked in as a 
regular part of the program. 

nr. The Ph.D. in English should require no 
more than four years of full time study 
following the B.A. 

Institutions should make it possible for 
students to remain at the university 
and devote themselves to full time 
study during the summer months. 

v. A decision regarding the student’s ac- 
ceptability for doctoral study should be 
made by the Department by the time the 
M.A. is awarded. 

In the case of transfer students, the 
decision should be made by the end of 
the first academic year of residence at 
the new institution. 

Vi. A knowledge of one foreign language and 
its literature at the fourth year college 
level should be an alternative to the two 
or three language requirement. 

This recommendation must be recog- 
nized as calling, in fact, for a substantial 
increase in view of the frequent laxity 
of application of the current language 
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requirements. The foreign language 
requirement need not necessarily be 
confined to French or German. 

vn. After the M.A., most of the Ph.D. stu- 
dent’s courses should be seminars and 
other small classes. 

vm. The Ph.D. student should study language 
as well as literature. 

In this context the study of language 
means study of the nature of language, 
the history and structure of English, 
and the principles of rhetoric. 

IX. The Ph.D. student should do a limited 
amount of supervised teaching as part of 
his program. 

By limited amount is meant no more 
than one class per term in the second 
and third years of the program. The 
teaching should be supervised and 
should require attention to both com- 
position and literature. Departments 
should regard teaching as part of the 
student’s education, not as a means of 
staffing courses. 

X. The major doctoral examination should 
be of reasonable length and need not 
cover all of English and American litera- 
ture. 

XI. The dissertation should be of such scope 
that it can be completed within twelve 



months of full time work. Achieving this 
end is the responsibility of the supervisor 
as well as of the candidate. 

The student should be able to complete 
both research and writing in twelve 
months. He should, however, be en- 
couraged to choose a dissertation sub- 
ject early, and by the beginning of the 
fourth year should have completed all 
other work in the Ph.D. program. The 
supervisor should cooperate with the 
student by reading his work promptly 
and by taking steps to see that he is not 
delayed if the supervisor has to' be 
away from the university. 

xn. The dissertation may be either a mono- 
graph or a group of related essays. 

xra. The examination after the dissertation 
should be abolished. 

xiv. An interim degree should be awarded to a 
student who has completed all require- 
ments except the dissertation. 

At the present the Ph.C. (Candidate in 
Philosophy) and M. Phil. (Master of 
Philosophy) are being introduced. 

£v. The profession should explore the feasi- 
bility of systematic post-doctoral work in 
English. 
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